


Because of Them We Can

This year’'s Nsaa Academic and Cultural Excellence recognizes that no one achieves
on her/his own. There are those who opened the door, inspired us, challenged us and
above all prayed for us. Please use this space to share with us who has been that
force for you or your child. “Them’ can be your Ancestors, persons in your school life,
and/or family. We would like to capture the way “they” have aided you in your pursuit
of excellence. Please include jpeg photos if you have them or we will also accept a 30
second or less message to them. Please make sure that you send either the image or
the audio recording with your complete name and the name of the person you are
honoring.



THE MEANING OF NSAA
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL RECOGNITION

There are over 1000 different Adinkra symbols of the Akan people, all of which have symbolic
mean-ing. The concepts symbolized may be classified into four different groups: Aesthetics,
Ethics, Human Relations and Religion. Each symbol has a name derived either from a proverb,
an historical event, human behavior, animal behavior, plant behavior or from the name of the
object on whose shape the symbol was based.

Nsaa is an Akan word for excellence. It is also an adinkra symbol used in the sacred cloth of
Kente be-cause of its meaning. Its design is that of a hand woven blanket (symbol of excellence,
genuineness and authenticity). The phrase, “ Nea onim nsaa na oto nago” which translates, “one
who cannot rec-ognize the true Nsaa, buys its fakes,” is often associated with the symbol.

Nsaa is also the logo for the Center for Afrikan Biblical Studies (CFABS). CFABS is the education
and leadership development institution of First Afrikan Church.

The Nsaa Cultural and Educational Excellence Recognition Sunday extends the tradition at First
Afrikan Church of recognizing academic achievement to include community excellence. This is
an important extension of our church mission “to move from membership to leadership in the
church, community and the world”. We strive for excellence because it represents serious
preparation for our struggle for liberation and commitment to our collective victory to end
oppression wherever it appears in the world. Excellence is a spiritual principle and a key
preparation for freedom. Our Culture and Our Ancestors have taught us this and we must elevate
it as the only acceptable standard.

The persons recognized today have demonstrated excellence in their work and in their pursuits.
They are also committed to liberation work. This is our time to celebrate with them and
encourage them to maintain this standard of excellence for it is the only response to how we will
accomplish what we must. Our Spiritual Power of Excellence is Our Technology!

“Because of Them We Can”
Nsaa 2015

1 Thessalonians 5:12The Message (MSG)

1213 And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard for
you, who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along in
your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation and love!



The Recognition of Our School Graduates, Student Achievers, and
Exemplary Students in Academics, Biblical Studies, Culture and

Athletics
Name
Student of
(Center/School/ Academy/
Parents/Guardian
Earned a (please check one):  Promotion __ Certificate, Promotion,
Diploma Degree in
(subject/area or grade)
Address

Special Recognition Highlights of School Achiever (if applicable)
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