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June 24, 2020  God  the Sanctifier   Exodus 31:12-17 
• In the Old Testament Jehovah Mekoddishkem occurs 2 times. Exodus 31:13; Leviticus 20:8. 

• Jehovah is translated as "The Existing One" or "Lord." The chief meaning of Jehovah is derived from the Hebrew word 
Havah meaning "to be" or "to exist." It also suggests "to become" or specifically "to become known"…this denotes a God 
who reveals Him/Herself unceasingly. Mekoddishkem derives from the Hebrew word qâdash meaning "sanctify," "holy," or 
"dedicate." Sanctification is the separation of an object or person to the dedication of the Holy. When the two words are 
combined…Jehovah Mekoddishkem…it can be translated as "The Lord who sets you apart,“ or from the Greek kurios ho 
hagiazôn humas…the Lord that sanctifies you.  

• Here sanctification must not be confused with piety. As Afrikans, we are sanctified, “set apart”, “called out”, but to do 
what? In this time of Black Lives Matter, I think it calls for us to take our sanctification more seriously. This text is calling us 
at this moment in time to… 

• Get back to being the spiritual people God ordained us to be. Observing the Sabbath (whichever day you chose), to 
worship, acknowledge, and communicate with God; to breathe. 

• Accept who we are, loving our blackness. We are made in the image and likeness of God. Black lives won’t matter to 
others if we fail to know, accept and embrace our own Black Lives.  

• Be the moral conscience of communities where we find ourselves - continuing to fight for social, political and economic 
equality, eradicating injustice, ending systemic racism, and protecting the environment.    

• The “Existing One” did not sanctify us for piety and religiosity. Rather, we are “called out” to make a difference, speak 
truth to power, do justice, love one another, and live meaningful Black Lives.  Be safe. 

 


