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June 17, 2020  God the Father of us All  Matthew 6: 7-15 
• As I read this week’s bible verses what got my attention were the words  “our Father” – the notion of God as Father.  

• In Aramaic (the language spoken by Jesus) the term for father is abba; in Hebrew av. Some New testament authors always paired “abba” 
with the Greek “pater”, both meaning Father. Pater, not merely a translation of the Aramaic, but a part of the title itself “Abba, ho Pater”. 
What some scholars are arguing is that the NT authors created this paired title specifically to reflect God as the father of both Jews and 
believing Gentiles alike, now brought together as one family through their shared faith in Christ. (Wayne) 

• God the Father signifies that God is the Creator of ALL, a powerful protector, is omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent with infinite power 
and charity that surpasses human understanding. 

• As I watched in horror this past weekend here in Atlanta, at the unnecessary death of Rayshard Brooks at the hands of an Atlanta Police 
Officer, it makes me wonder when are we going to start acknowledging and behaving as if God really is the “Father” of us all? For us to 
acknowledge and behave as if God is Father of us all, it requires us to acknowledge each other as children of the Divine Father. In our 
current context it means that “black lives matter” and white people cannot continue to hide behind their white privilege as they benefit 
from - the oppression of the poor, the immigrant, native peoples, etc.; unjust laws and loopholes in the justice and economic systems; and 
the suppression of voting and other rights.   

• If God is “Our Father” it then suggests that we are children of the Divine Father, and as such we should treat each other with dignity, 
respect, and allow each other to be who the Divine Father created us to be. It means that my black, brown, yellow or red skin is just as valid 
as your white skin. It means my way of “being” (my history, my culture, my contributions to humanity) is just as important and valid as yours 
and efforts to destroy and distort that says a lot about you than it does me.  The destruction and  wanton attacks on people of color is an 
affront to the Divine Father, the creator of ALL. After all, God made Black Lives. 

• This weekend, as we celebrate Fathers Day, let us not only celebrate the Fathers and Father figures in our lives, but use this time to reflect 
on how we can be better children of the Divine Father. How we can accept who we are as individuals, and thus accept the other children of 
the Divine Father, regardless of their race, creed, politics, national origin, gender, class, or sexual orientation. Happy Fathers’ Day.  


