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June 10, 2020  God Is My Banner  Exodus 17: 8-16  
• As a ‘news junkie’, I must confess watching history unfold is not only remarkable, but watching the very fabric of American 

society change before our very eyes, is even more incredible. One observer describes the events of the last 2 weeks as 1918 
(a major pandemic) meets 1968 (a year of major civil unrests in the US). The signs and banners the protesters carry express 
the sentiment and purpose of the mission, even when they march in silence – “Black Lives Matter”, “I  Can’t Breathe”, 
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot”, “White Silence = Black Death”, “Defund the Police”. 

• Banners, (1) identify a group or organization (2) claim possession of a space or territory (3) represent the ideals and 
aspirations of the people bearing them and are used to arouse emotion and devotion to a cause, person or nation. The word 
has a military history and is expressed in Hebrew in 3 ways – degel (a battle flag, a large group of people organized around a 
central goal; nes (ensign or standard, a rallying point for the people i.e banner on a hill, an urgent message like people 
should flee. Banner left unattended, sign of defeat); oth lesser banner, a sign or signal.  

• What we are witnessing in these protests here in the US and around the world, is a war against the pandemic that is unjust 
policing and systemic racism. Their (the protesters) signs and banners are very clear; Their actions unapologetic and 
intentional and motivated by a “spirit” that some of them perhaps cannot even explain. 

• We note in Exodus 17:15 that Moses called the altar of thanksgiving after his defeat of the Amalekites, “Jehovah nissi” 
Jehovah is my banner. This war is far from over, but we must fight every battle as if Justice, Truth and Righteousness are on 
our side. The banner we are rallying around is for economic, environmental and social justice, an end to police brutality, and 
an end to systemic racism. This is not just a physical fight, but a moral and spiritual one. Like Moses, we too must say 
“Jehovah nissi”, because God (by whatever name we call the divine) always stands on the side of justice, is always on the 
side of the marginalized and is always in the fight for the liberation of the oppressed.  God is in the midst of the fight. We 
carry the Divine into the fight with us, just as we carry our banners, signs and posters.  

• Hold up your banners protesters, and remember…”Jehovah nissi”.  Psalm 20:5-8, 60:4-5. 


